"God's No-Doze!" - 

Text: Esther 6:1, "On that night the king could not sleep; and he gave orders 
to bring the book of memorable deeds, the chronicles, and 
they were read before thecking." 

_ 

(Illustration og John Smith & church members trying to scare him into reform) 
Now this is a good example of what the poet Robert Burns once said when he 
penned the immortal words, "The best laid pland of mice and men often go awry." 
The scripture we read this morning khs is another example of the same thing. 
Last Sunday we looked at the plot of Hainan to destroy all of the Jews , and 
we are looking today at what transpired shortly after Haman had set his plan 
into motion. 

. e read where the king, unable to sleep, decided to do some reading to 
perhaps make himself sleepy. The book he chose to have re- d to him was the 
book of events of what had been happening in his kingdom. It was sort of 
like reading and reminiscing with an old scrapbook. From this book is read an 
incident that had slipped his mind. This involved Hordecai getting the in- 
i .'illation to him that there was a plot underfoot to kill him, and thus he 
was able to have the two perpetrators of that p lot arrested and hung. The 
king in reminiscing over this inquires of his servants if Mordecai had been 
peoperly rewarded for this. The servants who were aware of all that went on 
in the palace inform the king that nothing had been done to reward Mordecai, 

Now it so happened that Haman had come to fcliK court early that morning, 
and the king inquired of his servants who was in the court so that he could 
check into this matter and properly reward Mordecai. The servants answer 
that it is the Prime Minister Haman, and the king xKHdaxfazxtaiaa summons him 
to a conference. Haman stands beforecthe king and the king asks, "What shall 
be done to the man whom the king delights to honor?" Haman who is already 
impressed with his self-importance, naturally thinks the king is referring 
t- him. And he remarks to himself, "Whom woild the king delight to honor 
more than me?" Thus he gives the king instructions as to what should be 
done, thin'ing all along that these honors are going to be heaped upon him. 



But can you imagine the shock that EUman must have felt, and the sense 
o^ itter disappointment,, when the king informs him that these honors arecto 
be bestowed upon Mordecai? Imagine that? Mordecai the Jew, the only person 
in the kings court who does not and will not bow to him, Haman the Prime 
Minister of the kingdom? 

This lesson would remind us of the time when Jesus was speaking to his 
followers and he told them that when they went to a banquet, they should not 
sit at the head of the tatole, but they should instead take a place of low rank. 
Then if they perchance are to be an honored quest, the host will send for them 
and have them seated in a place of prominence. This would save them embarrass- 
ment from sitting in a place of distinction and then perhaps being asked to 
move to a lower rank. And this is the exact position in which Haman found 
himself at this time. 

3o poor Haman could do nothing else but swallow his pride and make the 
n" "essary arrangements to have Mordecai honored in the very manner that he 
had prescribed to take place. We then read at the end of this chapter of 
Haman returning to his home, mourning the fact that he qas no longer the 
number 1 man of the king, and that he was not the exclusive VIP in the sight 
of the all the other kings servants. His wife and advisers instead of sympath- 
ising with him and soothing his injured pride, rub salt into his wounds by 
predicting that this episode could very well be the beginning of the end for 
Haman. They advise him that perhaps tkn his little world was about to come 
crumbling down around his ears. That the very people he deliberately set 
out to destroy and wipe from the face of the earth, could very easily end 
up destroying him. ^ou may read for yourselves the remaing portion of this 
story and see what does happen to Haman. This book is made up of 10 short 
chapters and it is rather fascinating reading. 

_ But here we are confronted with a rather unique set of events. What 
started out to he a very simple plan to exterminate a pest to one individual 
and to ward off athers from this group becoming as loathsome, has now thick- 
ened into a plot of mystery and intrigue. But when we analyse the events of 
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this story we can see very plainly the hand of Almighty God in the background, 
us z very simple means to accomplish the overthrow of Satan and evil against 
His people. 

At the very beginning of this chapter we see something so simple and un- 
spectacular' that we are prone to overlook it completely. The first verse 
reads, "On that nigjit the king could not sleep." The king could not sleep. 
How simple and yet how profound. In most instances and in the minds of most 
people this does not say much. When we look at the sleeplessness of a king 
it doesn't have too much effect on us. Here is an individual with wealth and 
power, with position and with prestige, and he is afflicted with a common 
malady that probably effected many of his people. And with this we are temptted 
to say, "So what?2 Is it coincidence? Is it merely an exam e of a monarch 
with insommia? 

I think not. I see in this an example of how God will step into the life 
of i person and cause his plan to be set in motion. I am sure we have all 
seen the commercial on television that advertises the pills that a person 
can take when driving to stay awake, called No-Doze. Well, here is an example 
of God's No-Doze. It isn't a pill or a tablet, it is merely God stepping in 
and disturbing a person's sleep. When we contemplate that God does not need 
to always do large and spectacular things to accomplish His purpose , we can- 
not help but be overawed at His power and majesty. A Dr. Hurray wrote apoem 
about this and he write, 
(Illustration of The Power of God) 

There may be emperors and rulers , there mayb^lways be kings such as the 
king of persia in the time of Esther. But rulers and kings come and go, but 
there always will be God. And God will always step in to work His purpose 
out. God has disturbed the sleep of people too numerous to mention. In each 
i;._jance there was a set meaning and a set purpose that was shown through the 
lives of the people involved. 
(Illustration of woman letting go) 



"I am the Alpha and the Omega, "says the Lord God, 
who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty* 



ST. PAUL'S UNITED ChflJRCH OF CHRIST 
Butler, Pennsylvania 
Second Sunday After Fentecost June 16, \$fk 

Fatheh's Day 

Rev. Ralph C. Link, Minister 
Mrs, Velma Collins* Organist 
Mr. Ralph Copper, Choir Director 
Fam Fry, Ellen Master - Acolytes 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 10:00 A.M. 
Prelude Music: "Prelude in E" Bach 

"Allegretto" Lymes 

Silent Fpayer 
♦Processional Hymn No. 3lU "How pirm a foundation" 
♦Ascription - Chdpal Amen 

*ExHDPTAT10N 

♦Confession On UwiSfKt) "0 God, who has given us the poweh 

Tn niBCERN Gonp FROM EVIL, HEAR UB AS WE CONFESS oUR SING. 
We KNOW THAT WE HAVE PAlLEP THEE AND OURSELVES. REGARDLESS 
OF HOW GOOO WE HAVE PEEN, WE REALIZE THAT WE WAVE NOT OEEN 
THE KJNO f)F PERSON THAT YOU WANT US Tn RE. SoMET 1 MES nUR 
3ELIEF IN OUR QWN GOODNESS HaS PREVENTED US FROM SEEING 
DU« SINFULNESS. We HAVE FELT THAT ACKNOWLErQ I NG V"U HAS 
MADE US PETTCR THAN OTHERS, OPEN Otlfl E^E3 h LORD , TO 

our hidoen sins t a3 we make a sincere anp humole confession 

in the name of christ. amen. fl 

*Kyrie (ChoIR, Congregation and Fastoh) 

♦Assurance of FftRroN - Choral Amen 

*F ^a t SE 

♦Pastor: ''O Lord open our LIP'S. 

♦Feople: Anp nun mouth shall Show f^rth thv praise. 
*Dnx-jLfjGY No, 55' 
Scripture Lesson: Esther 6 

Hymn No. 196 "Holy, Holy, Holy Lord" 

♦Affirmation of our Faith (Apostles' CreEo) 
♦Gloria Fatri 
♦Call to F rayer 

♦Pastor: The Losr ne with you. 
♦People: And with yhv spirit* 
♦Fabtor: Let us Pray. 
*Prayer and Prayer Response 
Offering 
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Offertory: "Apagio Sobtenuto" Scott 

Solo: Cvndie Syiiert 

Sermon; "GOD'S NO-OQZEI" 

Praver and Lorp'g Prayer 
♦Hymn of Dedication No. 292 "Onwarp, Christian soldiers" 
♦Benediction anp Three Fold Amen 
Organ Fostlude: "Recessional" D f ajp.ei. 

„______ 'Congregation Standing - - - - - - 

The Lovely Flowers hn the Altar have been placed ov 
Mr, & Mrs. Dave Curtis in memory of "Lpved Ones" 
Serving as Ushers today are: *Dnn Kingsley, Daryl 

Tait, John Dreher, Gary Tenar. 
Deacon and Mrs. Mike Nazaruk will represent Council 

AT THE POOR TOnAY, 

Nursery will oe provioep today fiy Mrs. Margaret Covert 
and Faula Stephenson. 

oSRlTAHiEn: Mrs. Herman Cubteao, M nc. Martha 
DgnnwCKi , ^CMH. Mrs. Joan Vogel - Fr £ s, Hosf. Pitts. 

r If YOU ARE VISITING WITH US TOPAY OE SURE ANO sign 

THE Guest Register on the left Sipe of the Sanctuary- 

I>n't forget to get in touch with Mr- & Mrs. T^uce 
Mc^AIOC 2S3-S9&0 for Reservations if you plan to 
go camping Aug. 9, tO, II - This Family Camping date 

IS OPEN TO THE ENTIRE CHURCH, 

ARC - Programs for the year are availaole in the Office 

please pick your copy up. 
the response to the tapes has p.een tremendous - many 

have oeen placed as memorials, others hought to ge 

placec in homes of shut-ins. memorials will oe 

punlisheo in the newsletter fqr august. 
Have you slgned up for Confirmation Class and/or 

Confirmation Camp? 
the attendance last sunpav was is5* 
, CONGRATULATIONS! to TERRY McGAhRAH - he I S now 

OFFICIALLY SIGNED WITH THE F1 RATES, - Gonp UlCK. 

fcTHEOS FROGRAM COMING TO RUTLER. There is a pefinite 

NEEO FOR A SPIRITUALLY ENRICHED EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM 
FOR THE WIDOWED WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF THE CHURCH. 

Looking toward this Goal, an interdenominational group 

CALLED THEOS IS OEING ORGANIZES IN HuTLER. *T WILL 

OE SPONSORED DY St. Ma^k'S LUTHERAN CHURCH WITH THE, 
Cn-OPERATION OF MANY CHURCHES. FlflST MEETING JUNE <fO, 

at g:00F.M. St. Mark's Luthhran Church basement. 



Very peop he deliberate set destroy, very easily 2/ 
end up destroy him, 

U ""ay read remain portion book find out happen to 

H. an. 
Only 10 chaps St fascinating reading 

Here we confront unique set events 

wl "■ start out simple plan exterminate pest to 1 

iouxv &. ward off others of group become loathsome, 

now thickened into plot of mystery intrigue 

When we analyse events this story we C plainly hand 
of Al. God in backgr, using simple means accomplish 
overthrow Satan & evil against His peop. 

At beg. chap we C something spectacular we prone 

overlook completely. 

1st vs reads. V On that night the king could not sleep 



King could not" sleep. 
How simple, yet how profound 
Most instances, most peops minds not say much 
When look sleeplessness of king doesn't have much 
effect on us. 
Here an indiv wealth, power, position, prestige, 
& he afflicted common malady effect many his peop. 
We tempted say, "So what?" < 

Is it conincidence? 
I 3 merely monarch with insomnia? 

I think not. I see in this examp how God will step 
into life of person it cause His plan be set in motion 
I sure all seen commercial TV advertise pills whan 
drive no get sleepy, No^Doze. 
Here an examp God's No-Doze, 
It not pill or tablet, 
It merely God step in & disturb person sleep 

When we contemplate that God does not need always do 
large things, spectacular things accomplish purpose, i 
we cannot help be overawed His power & majesty. 
Dr. Murray write poem about this, 
(Illustration power of God) 

There may be emps a rulers, may always be kings 
such as king in Persia ydme of 3st. 
But rulers St kings come & go, but always there 
will be a God. 
& God will always step in to work His purpose 
out. 
G has disturbed sleep of peop too numerous mention 
i.n each instance there was set meaning, purpose that 

was shown thru lives of peop involved. 
(Illustration of woman letting go) 



"God's No-Doze!" 

Tq •: Esther 6:1, 

"6u that night the king could not sleep; and he gave 
orders to bring the book of memorable deeds, the 
chronicles, and they were read before the king." 

(Ij-xustratim of ffhurch members trying to reform man 
This good examp Rob. Burns quote, "The best laid 
plans of mice and men often go awry." 
.Icrip read morn, nother examp of this 

Last liun we look plot Haman destroy all Jews, 
St today we lookwhat transpire after Haman set plan 
in motion 
We read king unable sleep, decide read, make sleepy 
book he chose read, book events happening kingdom, 
like read reminisce scrapbook. 
Prom book servant read incident slip king mind 
This involve Word, get info to king about plot 
kill king, king kill 2 perpetrators 
The king ask servants if Mord reward for this. 
They tell no 
Now Haman came court early that morn 
King ask who there, told Haman 
King call in Haman, Prime Minister to conference 
Haman stand before king, king ask, 
" What shall be done to the man whom the king de- 
lights to nonor '.'" 1 
Haman Impressed with self-importance^ naturally i>*- 
prmij e d w i th naif , thinks king means him. 
He say self, " Whom would the king delight to hon oi 
more than me?" 
■J ae give king instructions what he think should be 
done, think all along honors belong to him. 
Can U imagine shock Haman felt, 8= sense disappoint 
when he discover man Word? 
Imagine that? Hord the Jew, only pers in king 
court who no bow to him. 

This g±xxHK±sxx nerve to ignore Prime Min. Haman 
This lesson remind us story Ja tell follow about 
banquet & take low seat, perhaps be honored 
This exact position Haman find self this time. 

Poor Haman can only swallow pride see Kord honored 
■"hen read end chap Haman go home mourn fact he no 
onger #1 man in kingdom, he not exclusive VIP 
Wife St advisers instead sympathize, rub salt in 
wounds, predict perhaps little world tumble around 
ears. 



Shirley & Ralph Charles Link, Nancy Link, Dale with Lianne his wife, Lloyd Link with Karen his wife 

Jessica in front of Ralph C. Link 

Ethan and Alicha in front of R. Dale and Lianne Link (the eldest son & family) 








Ralph C. Link 
153 Keck Road 
Sarver, Pa. 16055 
(412) 352-1103 




Born : 

Married 

Wife: 


April 9, 1929, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

December 15, 1951 
Shirley Margaret Neill 
Born: December 8, 1930, Pittsburgh, Pa. 




Children : 


Ralph Dale Link, born May 11, 1955, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Lloyd Alan Link, born May 28, 1958, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Nancy Lynn Link, born March 15, 1961, Butler, Pa. 


SCHOOLING: 


Graduated from Perry High School, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
June 1947 






Lay Ministry School, Penn West Conference 
Church of Christ, September 1965 to May 


of United 
1969 






Commissioned Lay Minister June 1969 








Lancaster Theological Seminary, Lancaster 
September 1970 


, Pa. , 






Graduated from Lancaster Theological Seminary May 1974 






Ordained to Christian Ministry March 10, 


1974 


PASTORATES 


As Lay Minister: short term, 1 month or 1 
various churches 1965 to 1967 


ess in 






Emlenton Lamartine Charge of United Church 
1967 to 1969 


of Christ 






Short term in various churches 1970 until 
entrance July 1970 


Seminary 






July 1970 to December 1973 Student Pastor 
Charge, New Bloomfield, Duncannon, Pa., 
Conference, United Church of Christ 


at Trinity 
Penn Central 






December 1973 to present, St. Paul's United Church of 
Christ, Butler, Pa., Penn West Conference, United 
Church of Christ 



PERSONAL TESTIMONY 
OF 

Ralph C. Link 



I am the youngest of five children. I was born just prior to 
the onset of the Depression. Our family was very poor. My father 
was an alcoholic and my mother was a very religious person who was 
searching for the Lord. During my childhood she did her best to 
teach me the things of the Lord. Later in life she came to a 
personal relationship with Him. 

I grew up in the Evangelical and Reformed Church where 
salvation by grace alone was not preached nor taught. I knew all 
about Jesus, what He did, how He lived, His miracles, His death 
and resurrection, but I didn't know Him personally. 

My life had many ups and downs and all the while I was 
attending church and striving with my good works to please God. 
At a very low point in my life when we were deeply in debt and my 
wife and three children were all ill, I came to the crossroads. I 
watched a Billy Graham Crusade on television from some distant 
city and the message he preached seemed to be directed right at 
me. I wrestled with making that commitment to Christ, but didn't. 
The next afternoon and evening at work on the 4 to 12 shift I came 
to the conclusion that I needed to make that commitment to Christ. 
It seemed like there was no other choice if life was to have any 
meaning. That night when I came home from work at 1:00 A.M., I 
laid face down on the living room floor and told God that I 
couldn't live my life in my own strength and I accepted the gift 
of salvation from my Savior Jesus Christ. My life has never been 
the same. 

Through several meaningful circumstances I was called by God 
to serve Him in the Christian Ministry and to help spread that 
wonderful message of salvation through the shed blood of Jesus 
Christ. What a wonderful and rewarding time it has been and I 
give Him all the praise for my salvation and the opportunity to 
serve Him. 



STATEMENT OF FAITH 

OF 

Ralph C, Link 



I believe the Bible, both the Old and New Testaments to be 
the inspired inerrant Word of God. I believe the Bible is the 
complete revelation of His will for the salvation of men and it 
is the final authority for the Christian faith and life. 



I believe in one God, who is eternally existent in three 
persons: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 



I believe in the Diety of the Lord Jesus Christ that He is 
true God and true man. I believe that He was born of the 
Virgin Mary, that He lived in sinless life, that He performed 
the miracles recorded in Scripture, that He died on the cross 
as a sacrifice for our sins, that He bodily arose from the 
dead, that He ascended on high where He is at the right had of 
Almighty God as our intercessor. 



I believe in the Holy Spirit and that He comes and indwells 
each believer at the time of conversion. I believe that He 
lives in each believer to lead, to instruct, and to convict so 
that a believe may live a more godly life. 

I believe that through the shed blood of Jesus Christ and 
through His resurrection, this is the only ground for 
justification and salvation for all who receive Him A Lord and 
Savior and to such as receive Him, they are born of the Holy 
Spirit and become children of God. 



I believe water baptism and the Lord's Supper are 
ordinances of the Church but are not means of salvation. 



I believe in the personal and premillennial and imminent 
coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. 



I believe in the resurrection of the dead, for the believer 
to resurrection of life and joy with the Lord, for the 
unbeliever to resurrection of judgement and everlasting 
punishment . 



